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Tidings Fall 2022
Pictured above: dropping off the noisy offering at the bank!

A Letter From Pastor Lisa

Fall Focus: Peter, Paul, and Mary

These three leaders of the early
Christian church: what do we really
know about them? Why were they
chosen to lead? What were their
visions for the Jesus Movement?
When did they struggle, and when did
they soar?
This fall, we will focus on Peter the Rock (September), Paul the Pen
(October) and Mary Magdalene the Tower (November) in worship
and study. I’ve enjoyed researching and planning this series; eager
to share with you how an early rivalry may be impacting the form
of Church we find crumbling in the United States today.
As staff, we get energized planning worship and do our best each
Sunday to enliven our sanctuary with music, prayer, preaching and
song. However, the level of Spirit in the place is determined in
largest part by the people in the room! Here’s praying that nothing
keeps you from coming to worship regularly throughout this fall, for
the greater good of our diverse and mighty Redeemer.
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Upcoming Events
Beer & Hymns | October 21st | 6:00-8:00pm

September
18th:
Confirmation
Begins!
Confirmation will be held
after worship on the first
and third Sundays of the
month.

September
24th & 25th:
Doors Open!
Redeemer will be one of
the stops during Historic
Milwaukee's Doors open.
Stop by and bring a freind
from 12:00pm-4:00pm on
Saturday and Sunday.
More info about doors
open can be found on
Historic Milwaukee's
website. Would you like to
volunteer for this event?
See page 7.

Join us at Redeemer for an evening of music and
beer, with special selections from Chant Claire! This is
a not miss event! Tickets can be purchased at
redeemermilwaukee.org/upcomingevents. Proceeds
support the outreach ministries of Redeemer through
capital improvements, including a new mental health
center. To learn more about the campaign, visit
redeemermilwaukee.org/capitalcampaign

October 16th:
New Members
Welcomed!
Join us to welcome new
members in worship, with a
reception to follow.
Interested in joining
Redeemer's congregation?
Reach out to Pastor Lisa at
pastorlisa@redeemermilw
aukee.org or call 414-9337004.
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Fearless & Faithful Update

Although Jesus was talking about saving people and not raising money,
the phrase “all things are possible with God” comes to mind when considering
the success of Redeemer’s Fearless and Faithful Campaign.
The objective: Raise $4 million to restore the older part of the church
and do a “down to the studs” remodel of the newer addition to the
church.
The strategy and results: A. Receive $2 million in gifts and pledges
from the congregation. DONE, thanks be to God and the generosity
God inspired in each of you. B. Collect $1.8 million from individuals,
foundations, partner congregations, and public fundraising events.
$526,571 pledged (and some received). We have a ways to go on
this one, and ask for your prayers and ideas toward accomplishing
this goal. C. Borrow up to $200,000 to close the remaining gap.
Depending on interest rates, this loan could mean $18,000 added to
the expense column on each budget for the next 20 years. Perhaps
we will find another way.
Our next public fundraiser is Beer and Hymns on October 21, 2022.
Invite your friends, neighbors, and family!

Financial Update

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1
This is one of my favorite Bible verses, and one I always reflect on when we Wisconsinites transition
from one season to the next. With each changing season, I am always thankful for the blessings and
look forward to what the next season will bring. As we now move into the Fall season, we can look
back and be thankful for the ability to worship in person, be thankful for our new members at church,
be thankful for all the wonderful people that help support the mission of Redeemer and be thankful for
your financial generosity. In preparation for Fall, we can look forward to the beautiful fall colors, the
cooler weather, and the great musical talents soon to be heard at Redeemer. There is a reason we
are at the corner of 19th and Wisconsin, and there is a purpose for us to serve our community and our
city.
Financially Redeemer is holding strong with the help of our members, our partners, our Synod, our
friends and family. Year to date we are ahead of our budgeted income. However, we are also over
budget on our spending, mainly from an increase in our utility bill and our credit card/PayPal fees.
With all the contributions of monetary gifts and volunteer hours, Redeemer can continue our mission
on the Avenue. I thank everyone for their generous and open hearts.
God’s peace,
Chan D Tran
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A Message From Pastor Mike
“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
- Galatians 6:2
Whether in Sunday Worship, Noon Run,
Wednesday Bible Study, or Thursday Pantry,
it’s been a privilege to have witnessed the
ways in which Redeemer is engaged in
fulfilling this law of Christ. Whether it is
bringing comfort to those struggling with sickness and loss or providing food
to those for whom finances are tight, it’s obvious that Redeemer is committed
to bearing one another’s burdens. And even though this work can be heavy
and tiring, the community of Redeemer has not grown weary in doing what is
good and right.
And also, we must admit that it’s been difficult to bear one another’s burdens
here at Redeemer the last few years given the disconnection brought on by
COVID. This fall we hope to initiate some reconnection by organizing some
small group gatherings over dinner with fellow folks at Redeemer. We see
over and over in scripture how powerful sharing meals with new people can
be. Meals have the ability to bind people together and give space to talk
about the most important things on people’s minds. If you’d be willing to host
six to eight people in your home for one of these gatherings (especially for
people newer to the Redeemer family), I’d love to hear from you at
intern@redeemermilwaukee.org.
Peace and God Bless,
Pastor Mike
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New Member Spotlight
Randy Sikkema

Raised in lower Michigan near Holland in dairy cattle and
produce farming was the norm. I also attended
the Dutch Christian Reformed Church were I was taught
about Jesus, His Love and His way to Live.
Went to Michigan Technological University and
graduated with a BSME in 1977. Came to Milwaukee to
work for WE Energies at the Blue Power Plant next to the
High-rise Bridge for 4 years.
In 1981 entered the consulting engineering life as an

HVAC Engineer, designing everything from large
Paper Processing Facilities to Hospital Operating Rooms and now Data Centers.
I am married to Heidi, we currently live in Slinger, and have 5 children 3 boys and 2 girls. We have 7 grandchildren
ranging in ages 22 to 2. The 22-year-old graduated from UW Madison this spring and now working in Chicago. This fall,
we will then have two grandchildren at UW Madison, one at UNLV, and one at Finlandia University in U.P. of Michigan, a
granddaughter in middle school in Appleton and thenthe 2-year-old, melting our hearts and being spoiled rotten.
My hobbies include spending time with family, riding bicycle, flower and vegetable gardening, and of
course, my passion of cooking. With the grandchildren in college there are lots of burgers, brats, shredded chicken,
lasagna, mac N cheese, and sloppy joe’s being made weekly to keep them in food. Other interests include working with
members here at Redeemer Lutheran Church. I started making sandwiches on Fridays in August 2020. Then moved on
to helping in the weekly food pantry and now also on to the Sunday Noon lunch program. When the Marquette students
are not available, I have been making soup, and adding a few sandwiches, sloppy joes, burgers, brats. I so love doing
this and most importantly getting to know the people.
Why Redeemer? I was looking for a church that was reaching out the those really needing help. I became involved at
Our Saviors a few blocks west of here through contacts at Outreach for Hope. Then they closed and I wanted to find
another place to volunteer at. Finding Redeemer through Outreach for Hope website mention of your “Sandwich
Brigade” and stopped by. As they say the rest is History. I found here exactly what I was looking for -- Obviously it’s the
people and their mission. Not only what they are currently doing but their vision for the future of our neighbors. Then as
the people we were serving received me and shard their life with me, I realized my needs and their needs were so
similar. Poverty is more than an economic metric, there can also be a poverty of the soul. Involved with the Outreach for
Hope Organizations fund raising bicycle ride – run – walk as a co-chair of the Ozaukee County ride, run and walk is
another activity of mine.
I am also a member at St. Olaf’s church between Oconomowoc and Hartford. I lead an adult ed class the last Sunday
of the month and I am part of new group using the Thrive Team Gathering Program for the next 2 years to help our
congregation in the ever-changing Post Modern/Post -Christian Era.
Thanks to everyone at Redeemer for being so friendly and helpful – You guys rank as a #10 for helping
others and I love being here with you.

What is an associate member?

The only differences between members and associate
members is that associate members cannot serve on
Church Council and it is understood that they also
participate in another congregation.
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A Message From Jeff Bray
WoW! That went quick.
Seems like just yesterday that I started as your new Director of Music at
Redeemer Lutheran. But yes, it's hard to believe, but Labor Day weekend will
be my 1st year anniversary. I'm feeling incredibly blessed to be working with
you - a wonderful, singing, praying, socially conscious community. It's been an
incredible year of learning, listening, coping (with covid), trying new things
(musically) and genuinely enjoying collaborating with Pastor Lisa to enhance
the quality of our Sunday worship. And I continue to look forward to what the
future holds as we journey together toward the vision of the renovated space,
the mental health clinic, the major improvements made to our ability to offer
hospitality and food to those in need. In short, I look forward to continuing to
live the Gospel of Jesus Christ with you.
Musically this past year, I really tried to set some norms for how we worship in
song. I'm a big fan of contemplative chants and taize-style music that help
us center for worship. I've also been trying to balance the kinds of music
we sing during worship - such as gospel/spirituals, world music, traditional hymns and contemporary music, while
making sure that we as a community get to experience the depth and peace of singing settings of the psalms.
Also, I've been super excited to offer my musical interpretation of Jan Richardson's poem "And the Table Will Be
Wide" that Pastor Lisa uses as an introduction to our communion preparation. It's been a joy to play and to listen
to the beauty of the community praying this song together.
I'm excited to start my 2nd year with you. Over the summer, I put out the invitation for members of the community
to come forward to offer their musical talents to the community during worship. And we were all blessed when
Joyce Johnson came forth to sing "Great Is Thy Faithfulness," and Miriam Ofori and I jammed out to a bluesy
version of "Leaning on the Everlasting Arms." Similarly, it was a real treat when Colleen (last name?) and Savannah
(last name?) offered a beautiful take on country legend George Strait's "Carrying your Love with Me." I am looking
forward to continuing small ensembles and volunteer duos/trios that come together for offering music to our
worship. Contact me at music@redeemermilwaukee.org or call me a 414-731-0590. I am ready to help support
you as you put forth your musical gifts - whether as a singer or as an instrumentalist!
In this second year with you, I also look forward to figuring out how to assemble our choir for feast days and
special sundays. Our next choir performance Sunday will be Reformation Sunday, at the end of October. Stay
tuned for announcements on Sunday and in the bulletin for rehearsal times. We will also assemble Choir for Feast
of Christ the King in November, and Christmas Eve liturgy (Saturday Dec 24th).
Lastly, I ask for your prayers as my daughter Selah and I depart for Spain on Sunday Sept 4th, as we travel to the
Iberian peninsula to prayerfully walk 150 miles of the Camino de Santiago, an ancient christian pilgrimage route to
visit the relics of St. James, the apostle and brother of Jesus. I look forward to returning by September 21st to be
present at Sunday, Sept 25th liturgy to share our experience and the fruits of taking some prayerful time away.
Peace to you - Jeff Bray
Director of Music
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Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer at MACL
Do you find joy working with children?
Do you have an hour or two each week to
serve God by supporting an elementary or
middle school-aged child or small group of
children in a classroom setting?
Are you looking for a meaningful
experience that will meet a critical need in
our community?
The Milwaukee Academy of Chinese
Language, a K-8 Milwaukee Public
School is looking for caring adults
who enjoy working with children to
support them in a variety of ways.
Volunteers choose the grade level of
the student(s) they work with (K3, K4,
or any K5-8th) and the subject
matter they prefer (math, literacy, art,
physical education, or music).
If you are interested, please contact:
Rebecca (Weitzer) Moczulewski
Art Teacher, Milwaukee Academy of
Chinese Language
2430 W. Wisconsin Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53233
reb.mocz@gmail.com

Worship Volunteers
Interested in helping with
worship on Sundays? Email
admin@redeemermilwauke
e.org if you would like o be a
reader, liturgical assistant,
communion assistant, or
help with the live stream.

Doors Open Onsite Volunteer

Food Pantry

If you are interested in
showing people around
Redeemer and sharing
our history and mission
with people during Doors
Open, please contact
admin@redeemermilwa
ukee.org or call 414-9337004.

Food pantry shifts are
Thursdays from 10:3011:30 for set up and food
preparation,, and
11:30am-1:00pm for
distribution and clean up.
If you are interested in
volunteering at food
pantry, please contact
Joan at
jacobsje49@gmail.com.

Thank you for your help
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A Hive of Activity- Summer Recap

Counting the summer time noisy
offering change jar- $615.43 total!

Our food pantry volunteers, distributing
food to our neighbors!

Church clean Up!

Baptized the 5th generation of the
Johnston's!

Fundraising event at Hamburger
Mary's!

Refugee apartment work day!

Redeemer hosted the GMS RIC
pride worship!

Serving up food and camaraderie at
Noon Run on Sundays!

Candle dipping fun with
Beevangelist Charlie Koenen!

